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world has no absolute reality which only belongs to
Brahman, which is beyond the reach of mind and speech.
Say what more you have to ask. Today I will put an
end to all your arguments.
The bell of evening service in the worship-room rang
at the time, and everybody made for it. But the disciple
stayed in Swamiji's room, noticing which Swamiji said*
"Won't you go to the worship-room ?"
Disciple:    I should like to stay here.
Swamiji:     All right.
After some time the disciple looking outside of the
room said, "It is the new-moon night and all the quarters
are overspread with darkness. It is the night for the wor-
ship of Mother Kali."
Swamiji without saying anything gazed at the eastern
sky for some time and said, "Bo you see what a mysterious
and solemn beauty there is in this darkness!" Saying
this and continuing to look at the dense mass of darkness,
he stood enwrapt. After some minutes had passed,
Swamiji slowly began to sing a Bengali song, "O Mother,,
in deep darkness flashes Thy formless beauty", etc~
After the song Swamiji entered his room and sat down
with an occasional word like "Mother, Mother", or
"Kali, Kali", on his lips.
Uneasy at Swamiji's profoundly abstracted mood, the
disciple said, "Now, sir, please speak with me."
Swamiji smilingly said, "Can you fathom the beauty
and profundity of the Atman whose external manifesta-
tion is so sweet and beautiful ?" The disciple wished
for a change of topic, noticing which, Swamiji began
another song of Kali: "O Mother, Thou flowing stream
of nectar, in how many forms and aspects dost Thou play
in manifestation!" After the song he said, "This Kali
is Brahman in manifestation. Haven't you heard Shri
Ramakrishna's illustration of the 'snake moving and the